





THE RELIGIOUS MUSEUM. 








' —_—_~ See 


re) 


*6 DO GOOD IN THY GOOD PLEASURE UNTO ZION.’°—Ps. li. 18. 


a ee 




















—— - : ——— 7° —— ————S— 
EDITED BY THE REV. ROBERT F. NM. SMITH, UF NORTHUMBERLAND, (PA. ) 
Vou. I.] WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1818. [NO. 7. 








*.* Gentlemen holding subscrip- 
tion papers for the Religious Museum, are requested to 


f .rnish the Editor at Northumberland, or the Printer at 
Milton, with the names of their subscribers, and the 








France and ITay have borne a part though | 
in very different proportions, in the great work | 
of distribating the Holy Scriptures. 

Of the Protestant New Testament by Oster- 
wald, and the Catholic by Maitre de Qacy, 
stereotyped at Paris, many thousand copies iave| 
heen dispersed in various parts of France. A(\ 
Montauban, alargeedition of the Protestant! 
Bible, by Martin, is printing, under the direc-! 
tion of a very respectable Committee: of the 
Bible undertaken by the Bible Society at Stras- 


‘ 





post offices or other places to which their papers are to 
be sent. (7 New Subscribers who may apply shortly can 
be supplied with the back numbers. 
=r = 
BIBLE SOCIETIES. 
' From the Christian Heraid. 


. ; Extracts trom the Fourteenth Report of the British’ 
| and Foreign Bible Society. 





(Continued from page 21 ) 
To prove the zealous and successful opera- 
tions of the BERN Bible Society, it will be suf 
ficient to state the sitaple fact, that its cipectors 
have distributed 2690 bibles and 9048 testa 
ments, and have ordered a further supply of 336 
bibles and 7340 testaments. 
The Sv. Gauuy Bible Society had to state, al 
its fourth anniversary, in October last, that 





{testimony to that zeal by which he was urged | 


burg, the New Testament is finished and now, 
in circulation, and the Old ‘Testament is in 
progress 5 and, in general, it appears that an! 
increased desire is manifested in France to pos- 
sess and peruse the Holv Scriptures. Your, 
Committee think it due to tne late Rev. Henry | 
Obcrlin, of Waldbach, in Alsace, to bear their! 





to sacrifice bis valuable life, in exertions for; 
distributing the Holy Scriptures amoung his: 
countrymen, | 

In [TALy, editions of the Catholic New Tes-- 





from its commeucement down to that period 
tthacl pad into circulation not fewer than 13,696 || 


copies of the Scriptures: and the Bible Soci. 
ety of the Grisons reports, that itis diligently 





| 





word in German, Romanese, and I[taiian.| 
«which causes great rejoicings among many of 
the poor.” 

The Bible Societies of GENEVA, LAUSANNE,. 
SERN, and NEUFCHATEL have concurred in a} 
ineasure Which will, when completed, be likely 


employed in distributing copies of the divinej/ iment, and with the prospect of being very 


formed, in May Jast, at Malta, under the desig- | 


tament of Warting, without note or comment. 


have been printed both at Turan and NapLEs : | 
and many channels have been found through, 


whici copies could be circulated without imped-| 


thankfully received. 
. . e | 
In the Mediterrancan a Bible Society was} 





nation of the Manra BIBLE Society. 





tion of Switzerland in general. 


of Osterwald’s French Biblein quarto. Towards 
this object your committee had cont: tbuted 
5001. : a grant of 2501, has since been ad) din 
copies having been increased to 10,000. 

In the mean time, supplies of the Scriptures 
have been forwarded to the inhabitants of the 
V.lais, and other destitute parts ; and the Pres- 
ident of the Lausanne Bible Society makes, in 
reference to his own particular sphere, the fol- 
lowing pleasing declaration. 

«« Gur country Clergymen perceive the bles- 
sed fruits of the Bible Society in our Canton ; 
and, notwithstanding the great distress in which | 
we have been, the bread of life has been distri- 
buted to the poor.” 

‘The Bible Society established at La Tour, 
for the VALLIES of PrepMoNT., has distributed 
> 150 Bibles, and 1865 New Testaments, and 
-  gubscribed to the edition of the French Bible, 

undertaken as above, the sum of 1800 francs. 
The peor inhabitants of those Vallies, stirred 
up again by the spirit which so eminently dis- 
tinguished their pious ancestors, actually come 
and intreat to be received as Members of the 
WaLpensEs Bible Society, and urge the accep- 
tance of such mites as they are able to present. | 











to prove very acceptable to the French popula- | 

The measure | importance, and is using every exertion to ren- 
e . . 2 . *,¢e if . ee e 

alluded to is, the printing of a revised edition | der its advantageous position conducive to the 


consideration of the proposed edition of 6000) 


a correspondence with places of considerable | 


dissemination of the Scriptures along the shores 
of the Mediterranean, and even in the interior 
‘of Asia. 

Before quitting thesouth and west of Europe, 
it will be proper to add a brief statemegt to what 
has already been said of the distributfpn of the 
‘Scriptures among members of the Catholic com- 
munion. 

Of the facilities which have been found for 
this purpose, your Committee fave already spo- 
ken: but they are compelled toadmit that such 
facilities have not been universal. 

In some of the countries of Europe, profes- 
sedly Catholic, difficulties hate arisen, which 
have caused a temporary interruption to the 
progress of Bible Societies, and to that circu- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures which it is their 
sole andexclusive object to promote. Such has 
been particularly the case in Austria and Ba. 
‘VARIA, in each of which edicts have been pub- 
‘lished forbidding the establishment of Bible So- 
cieties, suppressing those already in existence, 
and actually prohibiting the receipt and posses- | 
sion of copies of the Scriptures printed in for- | 
eign countries, though furnished only tothe Pro- | 
testant population. | 














iword of God. 


faction to state, thatin various pirts of Catholic 
Germany, notwithstanding the opposition which 
has been made to the free circulation of the 
scriptures, a wide and effectual door for their 
entrance has been op ned. Several versions of 
the New ‘Testament. executed by Catholic Cler- 
gyinen, continue to be most cageris inquired af- 
ter, thankfully received, and atteniively read ; 
the mere so, as they have obtained the sanction 
of several episcopal authorities. 

In particular, the Catholic Professor of Di- 
vinity at Marburg, Leander Van Ess, has per- 
severed in lis illustrious career of printing suc- 
cessive editions of his German New ‘Testament, 
and distributing them, through a variefy of im- 
portant chaunels, among the members of his 
own communion. 

Encompassed with difficulties, he has been 
neither intimidated in his resolution, nor ob- 
structed in his work. 

*¢ Never,” he observes, « did [ disseminate in 
so short a period, such a vast number of copies 
of the New Testament, as since the time of the 
late Bible probibiiion; and no where have L per- 
ceived a more lively and ardent desire after the 
word of God, than in those very places where 
infatuated men strive to dry up the fountain of 
living water, or to prevent the people from ha- 


ving free access to it.” 


In the course of the last autumn the P. ofes- 
sor, though greatly exhausted by incessant ex- 


This | ertions, undertook a Biblical tour through some 
active Institution (for the encouragement of|jof the Provinces by which the place of his resi- 
which your Committee voted 300/.) has opened idence is surrounded. 


‘«*My atin,” said the 
Professor, * will be. to strengthen and confirm 
many friends of the Bible, to reconcile enemics, 
and to scatter the blessed seed of the word on 
the right hand and on the left.” In this spirit 
he performed the journey he had projected, and 
returned from it considerably strengthened both 
in his determination to pee he the Scriptures. 
and in his means of accomplishing their dissem- 
ination. 

Your Committee, regarding the circumstan- 
ces of the Professor as particularly advanta- 
geous, and desirous to avail themselves of the 
opportunities which his zeal and activity afford- 
ed them, answered all his applications by the 
most liberal grants; and in the cousre of the 
year have supplied him with funds to the amount 
of 50001. 

An account of their expenditure has been re- 
gularly transmitted ; and your Committee owe 
it equally to the Professor, and the Members 
of the Society, to say, that the statements have, 
on every occasion, been most minute and satis- 
factory. 

The Appendix will contain a selection from 
the copious and interesting documents derived 
from Catholic sources, which attest, in the 
strongest terms. the value and efficacy of this 
intrepid and indefatigable propagator of the 
With his animated declaration 








Your Committee have, however, the satisfag- | 


your Committee will terminate this article. 
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 T shall always continue willingly to labour, 
with all my strength, as long as it is day for the 
honour of my Divine Kedeemer: to the end 
that he may be known more and more, and ma- 
ny may be saved by the word of his salvation ; 
that his name may be hallowed, his kingdoe. 
more effectually come. and his will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.” 

Returning tothe North of Europe, your com 
mittee will commence their account of the trans- 
actions in that large and interesting portion of 
the Biblical field, by observing, in general, that 
the conduct of their excellent and indefatigable 
agents, the Rev. Dr. Patterson, Mr. Pinkerton 
and Dr. Menderson, (the last of whom they have 
the happiness of seeing among them on this An- 
niversary.) has continued to be characterized 
by that diligence, zeal, and propriety, which 
justiiy the confidence reposed in them by your 
Soviety, and have endeared both their persons 
and their services to the Patrons and Directors 
ofthe Continental Bible Societies with which 
their labours are connected. 

The Danisa Bible Society at Copenhagen, 
formed under the sanction of his Danish M jjes- 
ty. has been occupied during the past year in 
printing the edition of £0,000 copies of the Da- 
nish Bible, with 5000 extra New ‘Testamenis. 
towards which your Society had contributed 
500/. To the undertaking, which was to be 
completed in the spring, has been added a dis- 
tribution of French Testaments, sapplied by the 
Sritish and Foreigh Bible Society, among the 
reformed congregations at Copenhagen, and 
i redericia, in Jutland. lithe mean time, two 
promising Auxiliaries have arisen in the [sland 
of Zealand; one in the town of Kioge, and a- 
notver in the village of Lyngtye: the latter, in 
November last, reckoned among its subscribers 
&z9 persons, chiefly in the lower ranks of life. 

(To be Continued. ) 
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Northumberland Sabbath Schools. 





ROBERT F. N. SMITH’S ADDRESS. 

(Continued from page 23.) 

A plan of benevolence, simple yet majestic, 
is, in its operation, putting a new face spon ba 
nan society. and opemng tothe charch of Christ 
prospects of enlargement and of advantages tn 
regard to purity of intellect and affection, far. 
very far transcending any thing ever before 
kuown. She hails its discoverer, as one of her 
ereatest benefactors ;—and the name of Ro- 
Berr Rakes shall descend to generations yet 
unborn, honored with blessings, pronounced by 
prattling babes plucked through the instrumen- 
tality of Sabbath Schools, from imminent and 
vwful destruction! In the year 1781, ever to 


ve remembered with sacred joy, this saint of 
God began the hallowed work of religiously 
‘ducating ignorant children, on the Sabbath 


jay. Since that time, schools have excceding- 
ly multiplied, the plan has been improved, 
vnions betweenschools, carrying with them the 


most decisive advantages, and millions of chil- 
dren have been fitted, and perhaps more than 
ONE MILLION are every Sabbath now fitting, 
for occupying stations of respectability in social 
life, for being useful and honorable in the 


church of Gods and many, very many for en- 
Al- 


REV. 


j ying the eternal blessings of Heaven! 


ready have men of God entered the sacred desk. 
and proclaimed to others the glad news of sal- 
vation. which but for Sabbath Schools they 
wemselves had never known, Already have 


nany, issuing fron the hosom of these sacred | 


repositories of good, themselves become the in-| 
‘structors in Sabbath Scheols of others ignoram 
as they once were. Already are parents, grate- 
ful for the advantages which they themselves 
have received from these hallowed institutions, 
preparing the way for their more extended 
usefulness, by inspiring the minds of their own 
infant ofspring with reverence for the charac 

ters of tieir teachers and desire after the ad- 
vantages of instruction. Already have parents, 
through the instrumentality of their own chil- 
dren taught in these schools, been brought to 
value religious instruction and the privileges of 
the Sanctuary. But in calcufating the advan- 
tages following in the train of Sabbath Schools, |} 
our minds are lost, whea we attempt to pursue, 
in long detail, the bevefits which bless and are 
likely to bless the cbarch and the world, through 


their origin to the noble institution of Sabbath 


| 26 J 


‘he agency of BrpLe Socreries. These owe 


Schools, and with them, they must ever go 
nandin hand. Sabbath Schools, Bible Socie- 
ties and the holy ministry are intimately, and 
must be considered as being hereafter in the 
church, necessarily connected. ‘Che first will 
be found to be great pioneers in the march of 
missionaries for evangelizing the Heathen.— 
They must break up the fallow field before the 
precious seed of life can be successfully deposit- 
ed. In Christian countries too, in the very bo. 
som of the church, they are te be honored of 
God, in preparing the minds and the hearts of 
the young, for profitably attending upon the 
stated ministrations of the sanctuary. 

To rns Traeners. How canl more suit- 
ably commence ny address to you, my friends, 
my sisters, and may I not say of some of you, 
my own childpen in the faith, than by offering 
you my thanks for the aid which [ am receiv- | 
ing, and yet lope to receive, in discharging my | 
ministry, from your generous labours, as Sab- 
bath School Teachers ? Through your labours, 
access to the minds of youth is likely to be af- 
forded me, in a manner and te a degree for 
which I could not have otherwise hoped. J; 
hail you as fellow labourers with me in the 
Lord's vincyard. My Lord’s command to me 
is, ** Feed my lambs 2’? and lo! you are doing, 


which shall never die! 





and enabling me to do, in executing that order, | 
what single-handed 1 could not successfully do. | 
May my Lord sweetly reward your labour of | 
love! Next in importance to the holy minis- 
try, ranks the office of instructor of the ignor- 
ant. You have entered upon an honorable and 
an honored employment. You have an exten- 


sive fieki for exertion and usefulness) Behold@— 
these ¢ ‘nn, whom the Lord has specially 
committed fo your care. They have souls that 


must be happy, or miserable, through an endless 
duration. In their first estate, as children of 


apostate Adam, they are children of wrath, even 
ng others, Thebugh the second Adam, they 
may be made the children of God—the heirs of 


Heaven, Toward effecting this object, the 
great head of lis church is employing your 


carey your labours, your solicitude, your pray- 


ers, 


You have taken upon yourselves a most im- 
portant office, a most weighty responsibility. 
Your business is to train up these children for 
immortality. It is religious knowledge, which 
you are to impart to them. You have heard 
how deficient parents and others have been in 
tue religious education of children. Many 
have, or think they have not time to attend to 
this important branch of their duty. They 
cannot redeein so much time from their ordina- 














}accommodation of tie bodies of their children, 
which must shortly perish, as may enable them 
to teach them the just principles of a religion, 
which concerns the salvation of their souls 


Many do not know 


how to instruct them. Some who henestly try 


to do their duty, cannot do all that they wish. 


And very many care nothing at all about the 
matter. T'o the children of these, you in some 
measure stand in.the piace of their parents.— 
Some children have no parents to care for them. 
These you are to take and bring up for God, 
his church and human society. IT hope you 
have not lightly weighed the duties which de- 
volveon you. All your patience must be called 
into reqnisition, You have already bad expe- 
rience cnough in your office, to Know that yor 
will be greatly tried. Lou must not se easily 
tired, The first pronciple of that religion which 
you have taken in hand to teach these children 
is the depravity of their naturc. That depravity 
shews itself in the necessity which they impose 
upon you to exercise patience. You must be 
constant and persevering Let nothing seduce 
you from the discharge of those duties whic! 
you have taken upon you to perform. ‘The 
circumstance of your having voluntarily enter. 
ed upon this work ought to inake you the mer: 
assiduous and persevering In your attcmpts to 
accomplish it. No necessity urged you-—No 
compulsion of authority was applied, it was 
a free will offering ta the Lord. Let the gene- 
resity of your undertaking appear in the reace- 
ness with which you make the sacrifice of ease 
for the good of your youthfal charge, ated im the 
constancy with which you will continue to do so. 


}'Uhe fall accomplishment of your object is the 


work of time. 

Be solicitous for the welfare of the children ; 
even for their eternal well being. That care 
for their souls which ought to be felt by parents 
must, in many instances, wholiy, ans in part, 
in all cases, fall upon you. Let your care be 
manifested in using ali suitable methods of im- 
parting to them the knowledge of the truth. 
Besides the custemary exercises of hearing them 
read the scriptures, repeat the catechisims, by mns 
and passages of scripture committed to memory, 
and of conducting them to the house of God to 
join in the public worshipof the sanctuary, pains 
should be taken to make them understand what 
they read, commit, and hear. ‘There is one 
method of effecting this object, which I do not 
remember to have noticed in any of the re- 
ports of Sabbath Schools or in any of the ad- 
dresses delivered to those concerncd with thei 
as teachers. If is one however, from which { 
have derived great benefit, from its having been 
pursued by my parents in my infancy. My 
memory does not serve me in endeavouring to 


recall the time. when E was not habitually ask. 
ed, on the Sabbath evening whut J remembered 
of the discourse, or discourses, which J had that 
day heard. 1 can well remember that fora louy 


space of time, I had generally nothing to say, 
But it seemed to call my attention to the sub. 


ject of discourse, and in the course of time, | 


could repeat all the capital divisions and subdi- 
visions, and many of the important illustrations 
employed. Let me press upon you the obser- 
vance of this method with your young charge. 
[t may furnish them with ideasand at length with 
arguments, the benefits of which they may 
uever lose. It is always important to endeav- 
our to make scholars think for themselves. 

Pray for them and with them tt is natura! 
for creatures feeling a sense of want in them- 








ry ayocations, which have for their object the | 





selyea and of denendance upon another fir the 



















































wupply of that want to ask for assistance, If 


you are really concerned for the salvation of 
(lose, to whose instructior in righteousness you 
are contributing, you will resort to the throne 


of grace and plead for them. You will implore 
the divine blessing upon your labours, for with- 


ut it they willbe useless. You will take them 
with you, and presenting them before the Lord, 
earnestly beseech him to glorify himself in 
their salvation. 

I cannot too earnestly press upon you the 


owhtivation of personal religion: Besides that it 
is all important to yourselves as it regards your 


ini eleenal wellarOmiithout it you cannot 
we {0 be succsul in properly instructing 
Hee chien in the pearly of tellin 


nny] ° ' ' ‘ 
Nis is the grand object «f° your association, 
“ver keep itin mind, Study to be yourselves 
well instructed, that you may be able to in- 
struct them. Unless you are concerned for your 
own salvation, you are not likely to be concerned 
for their salvation. If you have commenced 
his work without duly counting the cost.—if 
you have been influenced by vanity and osten- 
ation, or from emulation, or because you have 
not been able to resist the solicitations of oth- 
ers. and if you continue to act from no higher 
motive, you will abandon it. You will never 
be able to hold out. [ beseech you realize to 
yourselves the guilt and the shame of drawing 
back from the service of the Lord, in this inte- 
esting employment. 

Cultivate the most friendly sentiments towards 
your fellow teachers, and pray with and for each 
other. ‘Vhis will tend to suppress ali jealousies, 
il! humour, and causes of dissention. For we! 
cannot hate those for which we habitually pray. 
Thus you will not be likely to withdraw from 
your posts, through disgust and aversion. 

And now, my friends, look back upon your 
beginning. review the ground over which you 
bave already travelled, then contemplate your 
present state. Have you any cause for dis- 
couragement? The numbers of your scholars 
have greatly increased. ‘The progress of many 
of them in learning has been very gratifying.— 
the seed there has been sown—Though you do 
not perceive all the fruit of your labours, which 
you may have expected, and which you anx- 
wusly desire, yet, think not that your labour 
has been in vain. The seed though long buried. 
may yet spring ap, and bless your eyes with a 
full cvop of biessings. Look apon the s:reets 
on the Sabbath days and in the alteration for 
the better which you there discern, be encoura- 
eel to goon. In one of your reports, it is said 
that many of them would rather dispense with 
‘stheiy regular meals on the Sabbath, than miss 
‘© atlending school :*? and do you find here no 
motive for perseverance? As it regards your- 
selves has your association been productive of 
no good 2 Have not your own hearts been 
touched with a sense of the importance of reli- 
zion, Whilst you have been leading the minds 
of your youthful charge to take proper views of 
divine things. I may venture to say that not 
one of you even in general the most careless 
and light, has at all times, remained wholly un- 
moved as it regards your own salvution, when, 
surrounded by these children, you have beheld 

30 many ignorant yet sinful creatures. Whilst 
engaged in instructing others have you your- 
selves not been instructed? In waterimg these 
tender plants in the nurseries which you cul- 
tivate have you yourselves not been watered 
from on high? Be encouraged then to proceed 
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NOTES, 


1, The ladie ongaged in these institutions, 
together with simeothers who do not belong to 
them, compose \lso a tract society, This so- 
ciety took its rise in the female Sabbath School, 
oe into operation about the ist January 
18%. Although they were idle all last winter 
and until June inthe summer from want of 
tracts, they have distributed nearly three thou- 
sand three hundred religious tracts since their 
organization ; 39200 of which they purchased. 


This society is the only one in this part of the 
country, so far as we know, The Presbytery 


if Northern ov some tte act 88 
act anit), but have lately discharged the 
rac committe fro futher attention to tet 


duties, in consequence of a resolution of the 


Synod, adopted, last fall, founded upon the mal- 
tiplication of tract societies within their bounds. 


















institutions are also members-of another insti- 
tution likely to be of considerable benefit to so- 
clety ; we mean * The Northumberland Female 
Bible Society, auxiliary to the Susquehanna Bi- 
ble Society.” 


SUNBURY SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


There is an English Female Sabbath School 
institution in Sunbury, which is very respecta- 
bly supported. Of this, we shall at some fu- 
ture period, give a distinct and more detailed 
account. 

We hear too that a Sabbath School for both 


in the German congregation, in Sunbury, the 


exercises in which are to be conducted in the} 


German language. Li shall be our pleasure to 
notice the operations of this valuable institu- 
tion, in our columns from tine to time. 


DANVILLE SABBATH SCHOOL. 


In Danville also, there is a Female Sabbath 
School. We are not sufficiently acquainted with 
its situation and prospects, to speak confidently 
respecting it. We should be thankful for infor- 
mation, from some of our friends. 





In Milton, also, a Female Sabbath School is 
in successful of eration. Ofii the same remark 
may be made, that was made respecting the 
Danville School. 


BERWICK SABBATH SCHOOL. 
Extract of a letter to the Editor, from the Rev. Hutchins 
Taylor, a Missionary sent ont by one of the New York 
Missionary Societies, dated, 


Berwick, August 19, 1818. 


Dear Str—As I am indebted to the gener- 
osity of young Ladies in your Parish for the 
means of doing good through the medium of a 
Sabbath School in this place, I desire that they 
may become in some degree acquainted with 
the use which has been made of the means which 
they furnished. Qn the next Sabbath after 
L returned from Northumberland, which was 
the fourth in June, & opened the school. 44 
children appeared as scholars. 4 young ladies 
and 3 young gentlemen politely offered their 
services as instructors: TE considered the begin- 
ning very propitious, ._The nature and object 
of the school were.at first almost eatirely new 
both to parents and children; but as they be- 
came a little more fully understood, it commen- 


i ded itself ta the cordial approbation of all. Ii 


has been regularly attended on every Sabbath 
and our average number of scholars is betveen 








in your noble employment; and may the L 


in your works, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


be with you, and support you and bless y tie a ve 60. 


Last Sabbath we had 65. There 
s a very laudable ambition among the scholars 


2. ‘The ladies composing these Sabbath school | 


males and females has recently been organized, |' 





fo improve their time and they havemade very 


satisfactory attainments in their appropriate 
‘Studies, The feelings of parents and children 
are now greatly enlisted in favor of the school 
‘and [ think it promises much utility. ‘Uhe good 
effects of it are already seen and acknowledged; 
they have already become oarked results. 
‘They are signally manifest in the order and 
‘decorum of the children on the Sabbath day. 
Now instead of devoting all its sacred hours 
to every species of play and amusement they 


are mostly found at church or in treasuring 


Bit trust his world wil never fully diene 
he avrepte of gvod erie ftom Sabbath 


School, 


4s we ought to esteem it a privilege to do 


good I feel under high »bligations to the young 
ladies from whom I derived the materials witif 
which L have wrought,and I think they may 
indulge the pleasing reflection, though with 
gratitude to God, that their small gratuity 
bas been mad: productive under divine Prov- 
‘idence, of much solid benefif to this people.” 


' 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


' Arrival of the Missionaries [sent to India by the Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions} at Bombay. 


From the Boston Panoplist. 


| The ship Malabar, Capt. Orne, arrived yes- 
terday at Sale-u ia 106 days from Bombay, and 
‘brought letters from our Missionaries. Latest 
dates 6th of April. 

‘he Rev. Messrs. John Nichols and Allen 
Graves, with their wives, and Miss Philomela 
Thurston, who embarked on board the Saco, 
5th of October last, arrived at Bombay, on the 
\25d of February. Their passage, though rather 
long, wasa pleasant one. At the time of their 
arrival, and of the latest dates. they were all 
in good health. ‘They were received by the 
‘missionaries there, Messrs. Hall, Newell, and 
‘Bardwell, with most affectionate tenderness, 
‘and joy. and thanksgiving ; by the Governor, 
‘Sir Evan Nepean, with great courtesy and 
kindness. 

| It was determined that Mr. Graves should 
have bis station at Mahim, on the northern part 
of the island of Bombay about six miles distant, 
'—and Mr. Nichols at Tannah, on Salsettee. 
‘about 25 miles distant from Messrs. Hall, 
Newell, and Bardwell. 

The marriage of the Rey. Mr. Newell, wit! 
Miss Philomela Thurston, was solemnized 26th 
March. 

The mission at Bombay is in a very pros. 
|perougs state. ‘The schools of the mission are 
eleven ; the children and youth belonging to 
them, Jewish Mahometan, but chiefly heathen, 
are about 1200; the average number attend- 
ing from day to day, about 600. The latest 
intelligence from Ceylon was of the 9th March. 
The Rev. Messrs. Warren and Richards were 
then thought to be a little Better ; yet they 
were both very feeble, and fears were enter- 
tained respecting their recovery. This is at 
present the only cloud upon our Eastern mis- 
sions ; and on account of this, fervent and un- 
ceasing prayer will be offered, by many thou- 
sands, to the Father of mercies and God of ali 
consolation. bys 





From the Boston Recorder. 
Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Allen Graves, 
dated ** Mahim, March 19, 1818. 
«© We are just set down in our hired house, 
and commenced learning the Mahratta ofa 
U Brahmin. There is-but one European in the 








religious instruction preparatory to the schools” 
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place and he is almost a heathen. Mahim con- 
tains (with the inhabitants in its immediate 
Vicinity) abont 20,000 inhabitants, yet it is 
covered with Palin-trees, &c. as completely as 
an American forest. ‘Uhe inhabitants appear, 
ail present, very kind to us, and we are com 
fortable. Pray for us, that the Lord would 
take possession of this papulous wilderness*” 
 —ot+e—— 

Female Foreign Missionary Society of Berwick. 
Extract of a letter to the Editor, from the Rev. 
Hutchins Taylor. 

© On the 5th of thismonth. (August,) [ form- 
ed a Female Foreign Missionary Socicty, in 
this town [auailtary, the Editor presumes, to the 
Board of Commissionaries for Foreign Missions. | 
The ladies engaged in the object with much ani 
mation, and by their liberality displayed the 
true, and amiable character of female benevo- 
lence An annnal subscription of twenty-five 
dollars has already been accumulated.” 


Another Extract from the same Letter. 


‘*My labours, in this vicinity, daring the 
summer, have been divided among a cluster of 
towns. f& have not the pleasure of gratefully 
a kuowledging a special revival of religion ; 
but L do, by no means, feel that my labours have 
been in vain inthe Lord. 4 great apparenl 
change for the better, in various respects, has ta 
ken place in this town and vicinity. ‘The ordi- 
nances of the gospel and religion have already 
assumed an unusual degree of importance in the 
minds of the people generally.’’ 

woe rm 


V0. TT. 
EPISTOLARY. 


Minister’s Answer to the letter of an “ unknown friend.”’ 


On the day of » I received the 
preceding letter from an unknown correspond 
ent. which bo am willing to consider as the evi- 
cence of friendly regard in the writer, notwith- 
standing several expressions which appear to 
be the resulf, rather of prepossession, than of 
reason, friendship, or trath. The circumstan- 
ces attending the letter render it: probable that 
the writer intended a Kindness, though from 
the nature ofits contents, he has certainly mis 
taken the means. He has attempted to induce 
an alteration in my method of preaching, by 
addressing my passions, a practice which he 
veprobates in public discourses, instead of ad- 
vancing solid argument, which only ought to be 
influential in cases of this nature. For this 
purpose the language of reproach and flattery 
has been occasionally (alternately ) introduced. 
Qn the one hand, he has employed rash and 
indefinite assertions, mingled with contemp- 
tuous expressions, to deter me from that me- 
thod of preaching which [ appreve and prac- 

tice; and on the other, by studied and unde. 
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served compliment, addressed to the principles 
of pride, and ambition, to sedace me into that, 
which from convietion, I avoid as inconsistent 
with the spirif and design of the gospel, and the 


simplicity and fervor of its ministers, 


The principal objections which the letter 
states against my present method of preaching 
appear to be the following ; an inattention to 
the rules of oratory, a degree of enthusiastic ex- 
travagance. and an attempt to address certain 
human mind, instead of using 


pessions of the 
«logical reasoning.”’ 


i. With regard to the first of these objec- 
tions, | remark, that I neither am, nor ever 
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has asserted. T never thought myself eloquent. 
nor aimed to obtain a reputatior of that nature 
with my hearers. I never was conscious of 
such acquirements as he has ststed ; nor did | 
aver hear before, that I was considered as at 
all remarkable for the qualities which he 
been pleased to asctibe to my public spea ; 
much less that] was a «real orator.” The"el- 
fects of my manner of address are abundantly 
overrated, and were far, very far, from what 
my correspondent describes. But, had this 
been my character or my object, I humbly con- 
ceive that it would not have peen secured 5 nor 
would any striking effect have been produced 
by that attention to the rules of oratory which 
he inculcates, and the inattention to which he 
somuch censures. An eloquent speaker is never 
an artificial thing which is formed by rule. He 
must be furnished by nature with talents which 
are superior to the trammels of art, or to aser- 
vile attachment to the directions conveyed in a 
compilation of rules. These may be useful to 
prevent material improprieties; they cannot 
ensure excellence. A minute attention to them 
cannot fail to create frigidity, or disgust, or ri- 
dicule in hearers of discernment. Artificial 
contortions of countenance, or gesticulations 
of the body; the grimace of looks, of air, of 
gesture, will level a preacher to the ranks of 
an affected stage-player, and degrade him from 
the elevated character of a minister of Christ ; 
who, like his master, ought to speak with an 
authority and influence which usually attends 
a man who speaks from the fulness and feelings 
of his soul.* . 
2. The second exception, which is made a- 
gainst my preaching, conveys the charge of 
enthusiasm. 
With respect to this charge, it may be re- 
marked, that its application is very indefinite, 
and that it varies according to the opinions and 
feelings of him who makes it. An Atheist may 
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reproach a Deist with enthusiasm; a Deist. 
with equal justice, may despise a Lorinian on 
the samo account; the latter may, in his turn, 
affect a superiority of reason and coolness over 
an ortnodox Christian; and many orthodox 
Christians may heartily reprobate the weak en- 
thusiasm of their brethren, who scrupulously 
adhere to the principles and manners of their 
Lord and his primitive disciples. Since, there- 
fore, even Payne and might occasionally 
be subjected to this censure, I see no reason to 





were as much in earnest as I ought to be! 
increase in fervor, both in my feelings and man- 
‘ner of address, would be highly desirable.— 
'When eternal interests are at issue, and are 
properly discerned, «the greatest emotion of 
mind falls short of the mighty cause,” and as 





, Stroy the full possession of mysclf.* Indeed, 
indeed, [ am not too warm:" would to God 1 


An 


Dr. Young expresses it, ** reason (alone, or 


cool didactic reason) is madness; transport 


reason here.” 

I have often heard the charge of enthusiasm 
and fanaticism exhibited against all warmth 
and engagedness of mind upon religious sub- 


jects, interesting as the cause might be, by per- 


sons who could not even give a definition of the 
terms. and who were ignorant, not only of the 
meaning of the word .cnthusiasm, but of what 
the weighty truths of the gospel demand. Vhe 
general, but extremely false, rule of judging in 
this case, seems to be the discernment and feel- 
ings of the censurer; as if every thing were 
to be considered as an enthusiastic flight, 
which exceeds the cool indifference of the stand- 
ard which he applies. But ought the savage 
who has always shivered within the arctic cir- 
cle to deny the existence of tropical heat, niere- 
ly because he himself has never felt such heat ¢ 
In like manner ought he who has never em: rg- 
d from nature’s darkness, and that frigid apa- 
thy which is natural to man with regard to God 
and divine things, to judge and censure those 
emotions which * the light of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ,” produces in the 
souls of his ministering servants, and his grate- 
ful redeemed people ; or those which the appre- 
hended wretchedness of a sinful world, exposed 
to everlasting ruin, excites? Shall that be 
deemed rant and extravagance, which, per- 
haps, only reaches the warmth of a debate at 
the bar, or in a deliberate assembly ? 

(fo be Continued.) 
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* “ Passion, when in such a degree as to rouse and 
“kindle the mind, without throwing it out of the posses- 
“sion of itself, is universally found to exalt all the hu- 
‘man powers. It renders the mind infinitely more en- 
“‘ lightened, more penetrating, more vigorous and masier- 
** ly than it is in its calm moments.—Blair’s Lec. v. ii. p.7- 
+ 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


_— 
The new Church, in Northumberland, 








expect that one should escape, » ho believes and 


is expect d to be opened for the first time, with 





preaches those great and essential doctrines of 
the gospel, which distinguished the discourses 
of the first reform from Popery. I cannot, 
however, perceive, in myself, on the most care- 
ful retrospect and investigation, any thing that 
deserves to attract the contemptuous appella- 
tion of a * thundering enthusiast.” I certainly 
discard the notion of modern miraculous im- 
pulses, visions, dreams, or voices; and utterly 
disclaim all pretences to inmediate inspiration 


the gospel, in this age ofthe church. And as 
to the small degree of favor which I sometimes 
feel, alas! too small for the important subject 
of religion, it appears to be always excited by 
scriptural motives and objects, and never to de- 








have been an orator such as my * unknown. 
Send” describes, notwithstanding all that he| 


from heaven, in myself or any other minister of 


* “He transmits td ‘others, by a sort of contagious 
“sympathy, the warm sentiments which he feels, his 
** looks and gestures are all persuasive ; and nature here 
“shows herself infinitely more powerful than all art.— 
“ This is the foundation of that, just “and noted rule} si 


public worship, on next Sabbath, the 30th inst. 
The rite called, in the German Lutheran 
Church, consecration. is to be performed on 
that occasion. Service to commence at 410 
o’clock, A. M. in German, and at 3 o’clock, P. 
M. in English. 

—S—S—=—— —_ 


PRESENTMENT. 


Cleon Nally was lately presented by the 
Grand Jury for Richmond county, Georgia, for 


denying the existence of God and cursing the 
Saviour of mankind. 


(> The MUSEUM, is published, for the 
Editor, by Henry Frick, at the Office of the 
Miltonian, Milton. 


Terms of Subscription, Two Dollars per a::- 


num, payable in advance. 
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“vis me flere, dolendum est primum ipsi tibe Pm Blait’ 
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Lectures, Vol. ii. p. 7. See also vohi. p.19%- 


be direoted to the Editor, at Northumber+ 


é Tand, (Pa.) 





